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Chapter 1
We Need Solomon’s Financial Wisdom
1) Consider Proverbs 3:9. Discuss what it means to honor the Lord with the firstfruits of all your increase.

2) Why do you suppose the Bible has so much to say about finances?

3) Discuss the importance of good financial management in maintaining a healthy marriage.

4) Explain how money worries can affect people of all ages.

5) Craig Blomberg says that both extreme wealth and extreme poverty are intolerable. Do you agree? Why or why not?

6) We say that wealth is both a blessing and a danger. List some other blessings that may also present dangers to us.

Chapter 2
Wealth is a Blessing

1) Why do you suppose that so many Christians seem to feel that poverty is more spiritual than wealth?

2) Give practical examples of how the Biblical concept of firstfruits applies to us.

3) Consider Ecclesiastes 7:12. Explain how money is a defense.

4) What does Solomon mean when he says in Proverbs 13:22 that “the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous?”

5) Study the list of six approved ways to use wealth (page 27). Can you think of others?

Chapter 3
Other Blessings are More Important than Wealth

1) Explain why wisdom is better than wealth.
2) What mistakes did the prodigal son make? What similar mistakes do we see people making today?
3) Can you think of people whose reputations have been destroyed due to a single financial or business mistake?
4) Can you think of people who have suffered financial loss due to their determination to act with honesty and integrity?
5) What kind of behavior is compared to “grasping for the wind?” Explain why this is an accurate comparison.
6) Why is wealth not a good goal for life?
Chapter 4
Wealth is a Danger

1) What is a root of all kinds of evil?
2) What does Solomon say about someone who hastens to be rich? Discuss some applications of this principle for today.
3) Discuss the futility of making power or position a goal.
4) Discuss what it means to say that greed is “an equal opportunity vice.”
5) What did Solomon say you should do if you find honey? How could this principle apply today?
6) Who pleads the cause of the poor and oppressed? 

Chapter 5
Work Diligently

1) What is the foundation of God’s plan for how to obtain wealth?
2) Explain the difference between working hard and working diligently.
3) Consider Proverbs 14:4. Discuss some ways that people today try to keep a “clean trough.”
4) Explain how Proverbs 27:23-27 applies to us today.
5) List some types of frivolity that people pursue, which often lead to financial distress.
6) Give some practical applications of Solomon’s commands to not move the “ancient landmark.”
7) How can we teach our children the importance of working diligently?

Chapter 6
Avoid Debt

1) Discuss the causes of debt. Consider which cause(s) you struggle with the most.
2) Why do you suppose debt seems to be a growing problem in our society?
3) Discuss the borrower-lender relationship, in general.
4) Suppose the borrower and lender are relatives. Discuss how their relationship is likely to be affected by the loan.
5) According to Proverbs 17:18, what kind of man guarantees his friend’s debt?
6) Discuss an appropriate response to a friend who asks you to co-sign a loan for them.
7) What does Deuteronomy 28 tell us about how God views borrowing and lending?
8) Consider the story of Elisha and the widow in II Kings 4:1-7. What lessons can we learn about debt from this story?

Chapter 7
Help Others

1) Discuss the importance of planning with regard to helping others.
2) Discuss practical applications of the admonition in Proverbs 3:27-28.
3) Discuss several different proper motivations for giving.
4) Consider Proverbs 29:7. List several ways that one might “[consider] the cause of the poor.”
5) List some pressures that tempt us to fail to help others when opportunities arise to do so.
6) Have you ever had an opportunity to help someone, but lacked the financial means to do so at that time? What might you have done differently to prepare yourself to take advantage of that opportunity?
Chapter 8
Trust God, Not Riches

1) Consider Matthew 6:19-21. What are some practical indications of where our treasure is?
2) What lessons should we learn from the fact that the Lord is the maker of both rich and poor (Proverbs 22:2)?
3) Discuss Paul’s instructions to the rich, as recorded in I Timothy 6:17-19.
4) Explain why insurance and emergency funds do not necessarily indicate a lack of trust in God. Explain how they might indicate such a lack of trust.
5) Consider Ecclesiastes 2:18-26. Summarize Solomon’s description of a vain life.
Chapter 9
A Financial Case Study: The Virtuous Wife

1) What does the story of the virtuous wife teach us about the marriage relationship?
2) What does the story of the virtuous wife teach us about diversification of effort?
3) What does the story of the virtuous wife teach us about helping others?

4) What does the story of the virtuous wife teach us about enjoying the fruits of our labor?

5) Think of virtuous women you know, or have known. List some of the characteristics that made them so admirable.
Chapter 10
Transform Your Life

1) Think about how well you think you are following Solomon’s wisdom on wealth in regard to:
(a) your attitude toward wealth

(b) your diligence in working

(c) your debt

(d) helping others

(e) trusting God, rather than riches

2) What steps can you take to improve in each of the areas listed in question 1?

3) Why do you think some people have difficulty seeing wealth as a blessing?
4) List and discuss some causes of workaholism.
5) Think about the reasons why you have debt (if you have any). How could you have avoided incurring this debt?
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